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The Voice ofthe Students

The Crescent is George Fox University's student nezvspaper, a publication that has been part ofthe
university and the Associated Student Community since 1981. The opinions and ideas presented in
this paper do not necessarily reflect those of George Fox University.
Distribution

Issues can befound in most academic or residential buildings on campus.
Contact

Reach us with any comments or questions at

asccrescen1@georgefox.edu orfollow us on social media!
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The George Fox University(GFU)Men's Tennis
Team succeeded in claiming both the singles

Doubles was a different story. High expectations were
placed on Leach and Baker, who were seeded second in

the tournament. Though nerves impacted their playing
in the beginning of the tournament, they battled through
and came out on top, winning their final match 6-4, 4-6,
1-0 (10-6). Leach said it simply came down to playing
the doubles title while Leach also beat GFU freshman
tough.
Luke Lemaitre to win the singles title.
"It feels good," Baker remarked when asked how it
"I expected a lot of energy coming into it," Lemaitre
felt to have done so well at such a competitive tourna
said about his first ITA experience, "and a lot of support
ment. Agreeing, Leach pushed the success back onto his
which we got." Lemaitre had to play two GFU teammates, teammates, who did well in every match that they played.
Baker in the semi-finals and Leach in the finals.
They poured all their energy and focus into both brackets,
The match against Baker resulted in three and a half
whether they played in the main round or they worked
hours of playing and a third set tie-breaker—a tough win
their way through consolation.
by Lemaitre. Though the stakes were high, all three men
"You're live in those moments,"Jeff Cero, assistant
agreed that it felt "just like practice."
coach commented. He is proud of the boys' team perfor
"The match itself was intense," Baker said, "but the
mance and excited to see where the season takes them.
environment wasn't." Directed by the coaches, Lemaitre
"It's about analyzing your game and giving yourself
and Baker were sent to play their match without their
the best opportunity rather than letting the moment swal
teammates watching them so that the men wouldn't have
low you up," Cero said.
to play in an environment fed by their teammates'"Gladi
For Leach and Baker, it's not over yet. On Oct. 9, they
ator-like" cheering.
will fly to Georgia to play in the ITA Oracle Cup—Leach
This changed the atmosphere that is simulated when
in singles, Leach and Baker in doubles.
playing an opposing team and allowed the men to face off
For the rest of the team, it's time to prepare for the
without any added pressure. Lemaitre said that a similar
spring season where the team hopes to rank among the
and doubles All-American titles at the Inter

collegiate Tennis Association (ITA) Northwest Regional
Championships in Walla Walla, Washington on Sept. 24.
Sophomores William Leach and Keaten Baker won

vibe carried over to the finals match with Leach even

top 20 nationally and win the Northwest Conference

though more teammates were watching.

Tournament.

Photo byJohnJoo
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During the summer of 2018, George Fox Uni
versity(GFU)Plant Services staff and Portland-based contractor, General Tree Service,

felled 26 problematic trees across campus that were long
past their expiration date.
Those that have returned to campus this fall may
notice in some areas of the canyon, there rests a large

amount of debris and several large tree trunks that weren't
there last year. This may look like an unfinished project,
but GFU Arborist Carl Anderson says otherwise.

"Placement of logs and debris is a valuable erosion
control method and will return nutrients to the canyon

floor," Anderson said,"we plan on using many of the logs
in our ongoing upkeep and restoration of the canyon."

the insects eventually creating nests inside the tree. When
the top breaks off of the tree, it provides a space for
raptors to build nests. Since most of our dead trees are in
locations where there would be too much risk in leaving
them to fall apart, naturally we remove the tops."

The wildlife snags are located near both bridges
and along the trail below the Wheeler House.
Some might remember the large oak tree near
Minthorn Hall that nearly struck Brougher when it sud
denly tipped over on its own. The main culprit for the
falling was a fungus in the "Armillaria" genus, one that
commonly affects Oregon oaks, but Anderson also men
tioned over-watering.
"Any excess watering in one year or another does not
have a significant effect on the tree," he said. "It is the

Anderson was the project manager and said "the deci
sion was fairly easy" for the Plant Services staff because all
of the trees had died over the past few years and needed
to be removed. The project was undertaken in order to

- 40 years."

maintain a safe environment, and to remove the trees

before advanced decay set it.

the natural cycle of drought is interrupted and the fungus
is allowed to take hold of the tree and spread quicker.

By observation, the trees may have looked fine from
the outside, but according to the arborist they were al

need to be removed and ones that we are watching be

ready hazardous.
Included in the number of trees downed,four of them

were "topped"—meaning that dead or extra limbs at the
top of a tree were removed—to create a "wildlife snag."
"A wildlife snag is simply a tree which has been left
standing after it has died," Anderson said. "As the wood
rots, insects start to bore into the tree, then birds go after
Photo by Dylan Erlebach

cumulative effect of watering the lawns during the last 30
When lawns are kept green throughout the summer,

"As the campus arborist, I keep a list of trees that
cause they show signs of decline," Anderson said. "Each
of these trees is evaluated individually based on benefits
and the risks it poses."
Anderson said that he does not anticipate any
more big removal projects any time soon, but he and the
Plant Services staff will continue to remove trees as needed

for safety.
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A Comedy on
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Need a laugh? The fall comedy is showing
on Oct. 18-20, 25-27 and 28 in Wood-Mar

Auditorium. The Thursday performances are
free to George Fox University(GFU)students. Go support
your student actors and crew members in "The Govern
ment Inspector," a play adapted by Jeffrey Hatcher from
"Revizor" by Nikolai Gogol.
According to Stage Manager Brooke Larson,"The
Government Inspector is a farce that tells the story of a
small provincial town in 1830's Russia. The Mayor (Trev
or Braskamp)... hears the news that the imperial govern
ment has sent an inspector to the town to investigate cor
ruption. He and his cast of corrupt officials... try to win
him over with various bribes and persuasive techniques.
Naturally, chaos ensues."
Lauren Vander Aarde is in the role of the Mayor's

wife, a power hungry character who uses coy seduction to
get what she wants.

"I think there is something for everyone in this show,"
Aarde said. Although the show "would be rated PG-13

people should come see it because even though it is about
a little town in Russia, there are many parallels with events
occurring in our government for both political parties,"
Aarde explained.
Elyse Bradford said she plays three "angry, slightly
flirty peasants.... each with their own bone to pick with
Photos by Dylan Erlebach
(Pictured, top)Araya Glancy & Trevor Braskamp
(Pictured, bottom right) Reid Arthur

the mayor of the city. This show appeals to everybody."
"Every single character is hilarious
whether in
innocence, absurdity, or vulgarity," Bradford said.
"The physical comedy and the wit in the dialogue
keep you laughing throughout the show," Larson said.
However, she also explained that the show is well-bal
anced and isn't just for laughs.
"There are moments where the characters have these

asides (directly speaking to the audience) that pack a
pretty powerful punch to the folly of humanity," she said.
She and the director, Rhett Luedtke, want the audience to
think deeply about the play afterward in order to under
stand it better.

"If the audience walks out laughing and thinking
deeper about some of the issues we touched on, then
we've done our jobs as artists," Larson said.
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Snapshot: New
Photography
Professor
ByJen Wright
degree from Azusa Pacific Universit)^ a private Christian
university in Azusa, California.

Long loves talking with his students about things that
happen inside and outside the classroom as well as en
couraging them to integrate their faith into their work.
"For me, it provides a different version of that con

Adam Long,the new assistant professor of Art
and Design at George Fox University(GFU)
specializing in photography, and he's still
moving in. Gardboard boxes full of art books and camera
equipment sit stacked in every corner of his office, and

soft 'rainy-day' rock plays from the radio sitting on his
desk.

versation that I haven't been able to really participate in

before," Long said. "After you do something for ten years,

you kind of have some reservations about what you have
been able to do in the classroom and what you're now able
to do in the classroom."

"I do hope to make a dent and make [my students]
consider how important they are in this whole machine of
a world," Long said. "Even if our interactions are brief,

Long has an established career in photography, and
has both put on and juried numerous shows. Long holds

they can still be pretty poignant and point us in direction

a bachelor's degree in Studio Arts and a Masters of Fine
Arts in Photography. He has taught photography for 13
years at community colleges and four-year universities,
most recently the University of Kansas. Long was born in
Washington state, so returning to the Pacific Northwest is
like coming back home.
He aims to teach photography as an art "from the
core," and is focusing on getting away from mainstream

Galling himself a "street photographer," Long prefers
the personal aspect of photography, taking portraits of
people he meets walking around the city.

photography.
"Students' ability to 'un-learn' the photographs that
they know, it's a challenge," Long said. "Once they open
their eyes to what else photography could be...[there are]

about thinking about one another."

"That kind of physical connection with people that a

portrait can do, especially if it's on a whim, tells somebody
that they matter, that they're important and that their
story is important."

Long hopes to help his students form a strong founda
tion for photography, both working with actual film and
digital cameras.
"When I'm able to connect with somebody else, that's

pretty life-giving for me," Long said. "All I'm doing is

a lot more personal pictures."
Long always tells his students the same thing: "It's the
easiest thing on earth to repeat what you already know,

recording them, but at the same time it's validating them."
He is partial to physical film and the mystery sur
rounding the revolving darkroom door in the GFU post

but then you're not really learning anything that way."
One of the things that drew Long to GFU is the
integration of faith and learning. He earned his bachelor's

office. "I think it's like a little secret," Long said.

Photo byJohnJoo

Long currently teaches beginning photography, with
an intermediate course to be taught in the spring.
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Queers in Community:

Identifying Love
The start of this school year marks five years that El

liot Coulter has been a student at George Fox Uni
versity (GFU). His bright pink hair stands out on
campus, yet he feels there have been attempts made by others to
conceal and/or mock his identity during his time here.

For the past three years, he has
experienced being a transgender
student on a Christian campus.
In the spring semester of his junior year, he chose to go by
the name Elliot, no longer wishing to use his dead name. Elliot
identifies as trans non-binary, demiboy, and uses he/him and

they/them pronouns. Originally, he said that, "Some people
thought I had changed my name to Elliot just because I liked
the name; they still weren't picking up on the fact that I was
trans."

GFU's oft-repeated motto is "Be Known," and it seems this
is exhibited through small class sizes, professors who make an

effort to build relationships with students, and numerous oppor
tunities on campus to engage with others. However, this has not
been Elliot's experience.
He describes sitting in a class where "there was no talk

about trans women, trans men, or nonbinary people." When he
voiced to the professor that he "didn't feel included in this," and
asked how trans people would be involved in hopes of broaden

ing who was included in the conversation, he was immediately
shut down.

The professor told him that they were not going to talk
about those groups of people because they were such a small
community.
Elliot has had similar experiences with students as well,

whether in the form of openly transphobic comments, or simply
Photo by Alyssa Minor

By Bianca Tarsia

microaggressions. When he came out as trans to a fellow student

in one of his classes, the student turned it into a joke, saying
that it would be funny if she pretended to be a boy.
"In general, people are just really uncomfortable and don't
want to talk about it," said Elliot.

Some students continue to purposely misgender him and
others ask questions that he finds inappropriate. "I get a lot of
people who ask all of these questions and want all of this weird
info, and then never talk to me again," he said. He said that
he "want[s] people to be aware that there are queer people on
campus and that we exist and we matter."
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VSCO Co-Founder

Visits Campus
By Bianca Tarsia

Greg Lutze,co-founder of Visual Supply Company

(VSCO)and George Fox University(GFU)alum,
spoke to students on Oct. 5 as part of the School
of Business' Industry Insiders event series, imparting wisdom on
the community that he attributes so much of his success to.

ship service, beat out Spotify and Netflix in acquiring its first 1
million subscribers this past year.
Lutze also serves as the Chief Executive Officer of the com

pany. He described VSCO as "a values-based company," and
choked up when thinking about what this means to him. One

Lutze shared that he was unsure of what he wanted to

question that he mentioned focusing on was,"How do you build

study when he began his academic career at GFU, but his dad

an individual's career so they feel empowered to be there?" His

told him that he "needed to choose something." He ended up

faith played an integral role in developing these values in his life

graduating in 2000 with a Business degree, due to it being so
broad, but was "really interested in digital and art.
Lutze held numerous jobs before co-founding the company,

and career, a faith that was strengthened in his time at GFU.
Lutze offered some advice that he would give his younger

self: "Don't chase after ajob tide, chase learning opportuniues,

most notably as the Creative Director at a small design shop in

no one asks what your grades are when you get out of school,

Seattle. Later, he and his friend Joel Flory, Director of Micro
soft's Xbox team, started VSCO as a "side hustle," but it has

only what your degree is. Don't care about politics or power.
Care about people."

achieved immense success. VSCO X, their premium member

The Most Successful

Bible Study on Campus
By Danielle Brown

Iln the darkness of George Fox University's(GFU)Fox
hole, students spread out across the room, some lifting
their hands to heaven, others bowing their faces and all
singing worship songs in unison.

ted. After few people showed up the following week, she started
having doubts, but she didn't quit.
It wasn't long before things started falling in place with the
addition of their first male leaders. About a month later, they

were moving into the Foxhole and by the end of last year, there

To them, this gathering is more than just a Bible study.
Lazarus offers a place to be loved and vulnerable in the middle

were almost 70 people attending, although that is not their

of a hectic week where students can bring their burdens and

marker for success.

find rest in God for a few hours.

"We want to create a space where people can come and
encounter God," said Ammon. That means maintaining the

"I think why a lot of people came last year and why people
still come is because it's real, it's deep, it's notjust surface-level
fellowship," said Jack Ammon,a sophomore at GFU and leader
at Lazarus. "All the leaders here firmly believe that faith and

God can and does change us — notjust something that should
change us, but something that actually does — and we see it
happen."

Two weeks into their freshman year of college, Anna Gal

integrity of Lazarus to those who truly want to be a part of the
discipleship that the group encourages.
Brent Wilson shared that though they had the option to of

fer an elective chapel credit this year, they chose not to because
they want the people involved to want to be there.
Like the story of Lazarus in the Bible, who was raised to life
from the dead, they believe that it is only when we lay down our
lives and die to ourselves that we will fully submit ourselves to

lagher turned to her roommate Sophia Lawrence and suggested
that they begin a Bible study with their dorm. Hesitant but
convinced by Gallagher's enthusiasm, Sophia agreed, so they
started making flyers and had a surprising turnout for their first

"Having a space to come in as a community and just worship

meeting last year.

and pray together is super cool."

"We didn't know what we were doing," Lawrence admit

Christ and experience life in Jesus.
"Think of all the things we go through," Wilson shared.

•ftv.'.
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On Thursday,an open discussion on anxiety

was held in Canyon Commons at George
Fox University (GFU). Dr. Bill Buhrow, dean

of Student Services, director of Health and Counseling
Services and licensed psychologist, and Dr. Luann Foster,
licensed psychologist, led the conversation with an infor
mative presentation.
They spoke to a number of points, from how anxiety

Eating healthy, exercising, and reducing caffeine and sugar
intake were a few listed ways of helping the body better
prepare for incoming stress. However, the point he em
phasized the most was sleep.
Students often come into counseling with sleep prob
lems, and when asked what they were doing when not
sleeping, the top answer was that they were on a screen of
some kind.

laboration between Student Life and Health and Counsel

This is an apparent issue, one of which Buhrow
explained had a direct connection to sleep loss: "Screens

ing Services, the discussion is part of a series called "Real

today are so bright, with computers and telephones, that

Conversations."

they fake your brain into thinking it's daylight. So your

works to methods to decrease or take control of it. A col

Anxiety is an important and growing problem among
college students. Whether it stems from exams or relation

ships or family, anxiety has become problematic for many.
The results from last spring's National College Health As
sessment revealed that 80 percent of students were dealing
with an amount of stress, higher than average.

Foster explained the mechanics behind anxiety and
how it relates to our mind — more specifically, how it
relates to our thoughts, feelings, and behaviors.
"We experience self-defeating thoughts that cause

brain doesn't start to shut down and help you go to sleep
the way it normally would."

In order to avoid deceiving the brain into daylight
mode, one must cut down their screen time.

"One of the things we'll tell people to do is to stop

their screen time earlier in the evening," Buhrow said.
"Then their brain will naturally cascade into sleep.'
Anxiety is more common than one may think. It s a
significant problem not only on an university scale, but a
nationwide one: Buhrow and Foster's presentation re

self-defeating emotions,[which leads] to self-defeating ac

vealed that 23 million Americans suffer from anxiety at a

tions," Foster said. "It's a downward spiral, and our mind
begins spinning out of control until we break the cycle."
If not addressed, anxiety can have a negative impact

clinical level.

ing solutions allows progress to be made towards over

on students. A few symptoms include restlessness, irrita

coming stress and anxiety. GFU's Health and Counseling

bility, feeling tense, and difficulty sleeping. Academics and
relationships can be impacted, causing stress. This leads to
the question: how does one avoid the downward spiral?
Buhrow answered by delving into the lifestyle choic
es one should make in order to lessen stress and anxiety.

Services is an excellent resource to take advantage of if
stress or anxiety ever grow out of hand. They are open

Photo by Lauren Reichenhach

Increasing awareness, addressing the issue and discuss

Monday through Friday — all you have to do is make an
appointment.

•ifM

GFU Affected by

H

unser
In a recent study at George Fox University(GFU),
ByJen Wright

19 percent of students reported experiencing
hardships in having enough to eat. 13 percent said

they did not have access to an adequate amount of food

due to lack of resources, and 64 percent reported having a
friend that did not have access to an adequate amount of
food.

Jere Witherspoon, executive assistant to the Vice Pres
ident for Student Life and dean of students, has worked

in Student Life for 14 years and wanted to do something
about the food insecurity students were experiencing on
campus.

After a student commuter came into her office ask

ing for help with getting resources for food, Witherspoon
started looking up statistics and studies on food insecurity
for college students.

"It may be just for a short time, but where do they
go to get the resources to fill that need, for the end of the

month, or maybe it might be the beginning of the month
before they receive the money for their loan," Wither
spoon said.

Witherspoon started thinking about what they could
do to combat the issue, and got the rest of Student Life,

THE CRESCENT|FEATURES|11

The tables have a variety of pre-packaged and fresh foods,

including fruits.
The Student Life Office is working with Bon Appetit

to provide quality leftover food, to be kept in a refrigerator
in the Student Life Office, and Spiritual Life is partner

ing with Nutrition Matters to provide cooking classes to
students.

After a failed fundraiser on Serve Day, Witherspoon
realized they weren't ready to expect big results yet, but
that this is just the beginning.
"I think the most amazing thing is that God is setting
a foundation," Witherspoon said. "I've just seen so many
kids, students that have been hungry here. That's the
worst thing you have to worry about, is 'where is my next

meal gonna come from' or 'if I could just get some of this
then I could spend my money doing other things.'"
Witherspoon sees the community pantry as another

aspect of GFU's "Be Known" promise.
"I think it's just helping us fulfill another level of our

"Be Known promise to a basic need; food," Witherspoon
said.

Witherspoon hopes more students will get involved
with the pantry, whether they need support or not.
"I think that's the essence of what we want to do

here," Witherspoon said. "To let students have an experi
ence of community that is rare."

More information about the Bruin Community Pantry
can be found on the GFU website, at the Student Life

Center or on the posters and flyers around campus.

other faculty and even students involved in a solution.
Witherspoon started with a table with various
pre-packaged foods in the Student Life Office on the third
floor of the Stevens Center, and found out that the Intercultural Resource Center and Spiritual Life Center were
already hosting tables.
GFU has also started an initiative for food preparation

classes for students struggling to make affordable meals, in
an effort to provide better food education.

Witherspoon worked with Student Life and the GFU
community to start the Bruin Community Pantry, a collec
tion of four resources to fight food insecurity on campus.
The pantry, which is open to all GFU community
members, is supported and stocked by donations and
from students, faculty, Newberg residents and businesses,
including the Newberg Grocery Outlet and Bon Appetit.

A food pantry is located in Roberts Center 101 and
will be stocked with non-perishables through food drives.
Hospitality tables are located in the Student Life Office,
Spiritual Life Office and the Intercultural Life Center.
Photo by Alyssa Minor
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Washed
Lectures
In the past five years at George Fox Universi
ty(GFU), the William

(WPHP)has hosted 29 euf.
-I,
, p^^st lecturers throusrh its
lecture series, most» otf them
white
m

, ^

"The purpose of the WPHP i„

outstanding Christian intellectuals

series is to bring

and disciplines to speak at GFU on

^ vanety o fields

themes that are culturally relevant t

Tosenh Clair,
Glair the dean ofr the College
community,
said Dr
Dr.Joseph
of Christian
btudies. Liberal Arts, and Honors m •

.

, ,.

By Cara Vincent
In order to fulfill the goal of being relevant to the
community of GFU,the lecture series needs to be more
focused on representing the community of the church by
hosting speakers that come from a variety of academic,
racial, and gender backgrounds. The students of GFU
want to hear from a more diverse group of speakers.
The hope of expansion is present, but should be more
strongly pursued by the WPHP now. It is something that
should be demanded and encouraged by students.

.
p
..
spearheaded the
lecture senes
after
arriving
at GFUGlair
to direct
the WPHP
over five years ago.

The goal of the series is noble, but the execution of
the senes has fallen short of that goal, k has also fallen
short of Its potential.

Of the 29 lectures that have been scheduled through
the lecture series, only three have bp^ro
u
' '
oeen given by women.
i he other 26 lectures were scheduled p,,
~
u
to be given by men,

To continue down a path of
hosting many lecturers who
come from similar backgrounds is
to continue to fall extremely short
of what the lecture series could be.

oi which only two were men of color

As a student of the WPHP who has attended many
of the lectures, the lack of gender and racial diversity of
the lecturers has become obvious. The lecturers do speak
on different culturally relevant topics, but many of them
come from fields and disciplines in philosophy, religion, or
politics.

I d like to see us continue to expand the range of the
sorts of speakers and guests to include an even broader

Expanding the diversity of lecturers and topics gets
closer to truly accessing the world of Christian ideas. It
also broadens the audience that GFU can reach through
these lectures.

Christian ideas on how to engage with the world are
present in much more than males who study philosophy,
religion, or politics. The WPHP lecture series should re

ceive grace, but it should also be held to higher standards

range of topics. I want GFU to be known as a place where in fulfilling the responsibility of a Christian institution to
a world of ideas is made accessible to a broader audi
ence," Clair said.
Photo by Dylan Erlebach

represent and communicate Christian ideas.
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an online sexual assault prevention course for students and

faculty, colloquially known as "HAVEN."
According to the GFU Annual Security Report, in

2016 there were two reported instances of rape, two
reported instances of dating violence, and five reported
instances of stalking.

According to the Rape, Abuse, and Incest National
Network(RAINN), only 20% of female student victims
(ages 18-24) of sexual violence report the incident to law
enforcement.

So what can we do as students to make GFU a safe

place for victims of sexual violence to come forward and
report what happened to them?
There are small steps you can take within your social
circles that are relatively simple. Be careful not to make
jokes that normalize rape, and to speak up when others
do. Encourage a culture of consent, praising and validat

ing those who value consent in their relationships. Sup

port your friends in establishing physical boundaries, and
respect those boundaries even when they may appear silly
or unnecessary.

These actions may seem arbitrary, but it is through ev
eryday language and behavior that we can create a culture
where respect and consent are valued and insensitivity and
entitlement are crushed.

The most important thing you can do is to take others

seriously when they mention uncomfortable or unsafe
situations that they have been in. Listen to what they have
-er--'^

to say while validating their feelings and concerns. If
they want to talk to a professional for help or report any
incidents to the police or school administration, help them
and support them through the process.
If you or someone you know has experienced sexual
assault on campus, you have several reporting options. At
GFU,if you contact your Resident Assistant or Assistant
Area Coordinator, they will refer you to student life staff

On Oct.6,Judge Brett Kavanaugh was con
firmed as a Justice of the United States
Supreme Court. In September, Dr. Christine
Blasey Ford accused him of attempted rape while they
were both high school students in the 1980s. The allega
tions were followed by Senate hearings and an FBI inves
tigation, both of which seemed to have little effect on the

and the Title IX team.

At GFU, Brad Lau is the Title IX coordinator. If you
feel uncomfortable approaching a man, there are many
women on the Title IX team, including Rebecca Hernan
dez,Jen Macnab, Laura Hartley, and Nichole Drew. The
full team, and their contacts, can be found at georgefox.
edu.

confirmation vote.

Regardless of whether or not Kavanaugh is guilty of
attempted rape, sexual violence is intolerable and survi
vors of sexual violence should feel safe and supported.
In order to help prevent sexual assault on campus,

George Fox University(GFU) requires all students to take
Photo by Lauren Reichenbach

If you would like to receive confidential help,
you can go to the Health and Counseling Center
or the Office for Spiritual Life. In an emergency,

contact the Newberg-Dundee Police (911) or GFU
Campus Public Safety (503-554-2090).
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As high schoolers prepare for university, they

have to choose what school to go to, what to
major in, and possible career options, among

a variety of other decisions. However, students at George
Fox University (GFU) typically have one more decision to
make; where to go to church.
One student at GFU, Katie Wells, made her decision
for several reasons, particularly for its integration of faith
and education.

"That was on the top of my list; I really wanted a
school that was Christian," she said. Wells recounted

her university search and how finding a campus with a
faith-focused culture was important to her.
This is the sentiment of many students at GFU and

at Christian universities across the nation. They want a
school that will help cultivate their faith. But in pursuit of
this very thing, GFU could actually be harming its stu
dents.

Wells was lucky; her parents are pastors of Rock
Point, a local church just north of Newberg city limits, so
it was natural and easy for her to continue attending there.
Yet, she still feels an unwelcome pressure from GFU.
She recounts a time, not long after she started attend
ing GFU, when she requested a chapel credit waiver. She

was a full-time student and serving as a youth leader in
her church, and couldn't attend chapel because of her
duties.

Photo by Dylan Erlehach

When Wells requested the waiver, she was denied.
She appealed the process and provided testimony from
the youth and senior pastors at Rock Point, who showed

that she was an important part of the church's community.
GFU did not relent and she had to quit serving in youth
group.

Wells says that by forcing her to attend weekly chapel
rather than serving at her church, GFU's Office for Spiri
tual Life was harming herself and the local community.
A GFU senior recounted a similar experience.
Though she enjoys chapel and thinks it has encouraged
her faith development —she even served on the worship
band for a year and a half—the credit requirements inter
fered with her attendance of a women's life group at her
church.

"Fox's chapel requirements never impeded me at
tending on Sunday, but just attending on a Sunday isn't
really being a part of the church body," she said. For her,
spiritual growth is about getting into the community and
meeting with people of different ages.
But in her words, "Sometimes the culture of our
school seems to say that there is something wrong or

different about not having as many deep relationships on
campus as out in the community."
Universities like GFU often strive for vibrant campus

life and offer a plethora of faith-centered activities. These
activities, like weekly chapels, life groups, dorm bible
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studies and even baptisms are major bolsters for why GFU

ranks so high in the Christian sphere. Parents can feel safe
sending their kids there, and students can feel confident
they will "Be Known."
However, with so many church-like activities draw
ing on students' attention, GFU has become their own
self-sustaining church.
The enclosed culture deters students from venturing

too far off campus and into the community.
This story occurs over and over. Fox places pressure
on students, whether intentionally or not, to involve

themselves in their pseudo-church, rather than becoming
faithful members of (ordained and legal) churches in the
community.
This creates a phenomenon I call the nomad effect.

Students who regularly attended church back home, and
even volunteered in multiple capacities, become nomads.

They spend four years "tr)"ing out" churches hoping to
find the right one.
Erick Torres, a sophomore at GFU, agrees that GFU
has taken over the role of local churches. He expressed a
belief that GFU doesn't emphasize the transportation list
to local churches enough. Torres sees chapel as a possible
issue to church attendance on Sundays and suggests GFU
could encourage local church attendance more by offering
chapel credit to students who attend a church on Sundays.
By trying to emulate a church atmosphere, GFU is

actually restricting dieir students to only experiencing
one type of church, their narrow view of what a church
should be.
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or of Disaster Ministry Handbook

As a survivor of personal and natural disasters, Dr.
Jamie Aten lends his expertise to organizations

serving in the midst of tragedy. Work alongside
Dr. Aten and study how to lead communities to
restoration through the M.A. in Humanitarian
and Disaster Leadership.
wheaton.edu/HDL
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Want to be Published?
WE STRIVE TO MAKE THE VOICE OF THE STUDENTS KNOWN

SEND YOUR IDEAS, PHOTOS, AND WRITING TO
ASCCRESCENT@GEORGEFOX.EDU.
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